FOREWORD

Managing the Department of Transportation’s (DOT) information resources is a complex task involving many factors.  These include technology evolution, changes in the way society conducts its daily business and growing dependence by individuals and organizations on information technology.

In recent years, tight budgets and limited resources have been a constant challenge to DOT’s information resource managers.  Yet, while these managers attempt to do “more with less” in the area of information technology, they are constantly called upon to update and efficiently implement more modern products and systems.

The Office of the Chief Information Officer (CIO) has revised the Departmental Information Resources Management Manual (DIRMM) to guide the effective and efficient use and management of information resources within DOT.  The DIRMM provides a centralized source of all DOT information resources management (IRM) policies.  It is the principal source for primary policies and general guidance to plan, acquire, manage, and dispose of DOT’s information resources.

The DIRMM provides, in one manual, the authorities, policies, and responsibilities for managing the Department’s IRM program.  It is being revised to further assist all DOT organizations to more effectively manage IRM resources through compliance with Federal and departmental IRM regulations and guidance.  This revision replaces the March 1993 version of the DIRMM.  

The Office of the CIO wishes to acknowledge the contributions of the DOT CIO Council and all the departmental organizations that contributed to the preparation of this revision.  Many thanks.
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